
Town of Middlebury Board of Abatement 1 

November 14, 2016 2 

Minutes submitted by Ann F. Webster 3 

 4 

Present: Board Members: Laura Asermily, Brian Carpenter, Julie Coons, Donna Donahue, David Dorman, Ted 5 

Foster, Margaret Klohck, Victor Nuovo, Andrew Pezzulo, Robert Poppenga, Heather Seeley, Jackie Sullivan, 6 

Hudson Tilford, Ann Webster. 7 

Witnesses: David Broughton 8 

 9 

A quorum of the Board of Abatement was met and the meeting was called to order at 7:10pm by Webster. 10 

Webster noted that Broughton had brought his case before the Board of Abatement in September, but the Board 11 

had concluded that they needed additional evidence submitted before they could make a decision. Being unable 12 

to reconvene a quorum of the original Board this case would be heard de novo with a new Board. Webster 13 

nominated David Dorman for Chair. Seconded by Hudson Tilford. With no other nominations Motion passed 14 

unanimously.  15 
 16 

By Statute the Board is only allowed to consider abatement for limited reasons. David Broughton and the Board 17 

waived having the reasons for abatement read by the Chair. 18 

 19 

Dorman invited Broughton to present his case on 990 Lower Foote St (008242.000). As in his previous 20 

hearing Broughton indicated that at some point he had gotten behind on property tax obligations and had set up 21 

a payment plan with Town Treasurer, Jackie Sullivan. He said that the agreement was for $400 per month, but 22 

that he had been trying to make payments of $450. He was finding with monthly interest charges continuing to 23 

accrue he was not able to get to a point of decreasing his principal tax amount. He was looking for all or a 24 

portion of what he has already paid in interest and penalty be forgiven and applied towards principal amounts 25 

due. 26 

 27 

Webster thanked Broughton for bringing forward the documents that will be helpful in the Board determining a 28 

decision. 29 

 30 

The Board asked for clarification from Treasurer, Jackie Sullivan, on current amounts due. She confirmed a 31 

total of $7,694.47 was currently due for tax years 2015-16 and 2016-17. With payments of $450 per month it 32 

would take almost 18 months to pay in full, which would not take into account additional interest and penalties 33 

on late payments.  34 

 35 

Tilford asked Broughton if it was possible to set up escrow payments with his mortgage company in order to 36 

have property tax payments paid to the town when due to avoid interest and penalties. Broughton felt at this 37 

time he would prefer not to make changes with his mortgage. Tilford did point out that interest through the bank 38 

was less than the 18% charged by the town. 39 

 40 

Dorman asked Broughton if he had any additional evidence to submit or testimony to present or if the Board 41 

had any additional questions. Hearing none Dorman informed Broughton that he would receive a written 42 

Decision from the Board within 15 days. The Board went in to deliberative session. (Decision attached). 43 
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